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5/15/25 
 

 
 
The Flaherty’s Family, 

 
 
 My name is Michael Duncombe, I am the Founder & President of Scholarships 4 Us®.  

 
I begin founding Scholarships 4 Us® when my dad, Vincent Lionel Duncombe, passed through in 2020 to protect Prize 
Money from non-profits that have justified managing, investing, and forfeiting such funds.  
 
Growing up, every Friday night and Saturday morning my parents, Vincent and Donna, would either withdraw money from 
the ATM or write a check to Flaherty’s Arden Bowl for The Cost of Entry into the Friday Scratch Tournament or Saturday 
Morning Junior Bowling League. Itemization of The Cost of Entry if it was $25 would be as such: Expense (entitled Service 
Fee to the tournament or league director), Lineage (entitled Service Fee to the bowling center), the remaining balance is Prize 
Money. The remaining balance shall be itemized as Prize Money for the reason that my parents did not fund the mission of a 
non-profit. If Flaherty’s Arden Bowl is a non-profit with the mission to provide Scholarship Funds then my parents would 
contribute to your fund and be entitled to a tax-deduction for their 501(c)(3) charitable contribution.   
 
Flaherty’s Arden Bowl shall only be recognized as a Scholarships Provider if you have IRS pre-approval to be recognized for 
grant-making procedures. If my parents Prize Money was given to Flaherty’s Arden Bowl and submitted on a Scholarship List 
to ‘SMART’ then this is Fraud for the reason that my parents did not intentionally fund any non-profits mission.  
 
Three questions to be put in your conscience:  
 
1) Have you read through the SMART Policy Manual?  
2) Have you ever required junior bowlers and their families to sign or consent to the SMART Policy Manual?  
3) Did you know that a “youth bowler does not sign up for SMART, he/she automatically becomes a participant in the 

program when he/she is included on a Scholarship List.” 
 

I am writing The Flaherty’s Family directly for the reason that you have always been family to the Duncombe’s and many 
other families. The time is coming in which every bowling center in America will have to answer these questions to the 
children and families in their community in which they are collecting money from and if they knew about this matter. 
Bowling centers that choose to hide their head in the sand will not protect themselves from St. Michael that is formed to 
protect children and families from this fraudulent non-profit investment scheme. 

 
Here is the QR code to learn about being a victim of a fraudulent scheme.  
 
When you’re ready to work with St. Michael and 
The Scholarships 4 Us® Program I am here 4 Us.  

 

Michael Duncombe 
Founder & President 
TheProgram@Scholarships4Us.com 
772-812-8555 
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5/20/25 
 
To: The Flaherty’s Family 
RE: Response Via Facebook dated 5/20/25 
 

Per your request, The Flaherty’s Logo has been removed from the published letter titled: ‘The Flaherty’s Family.’ 

Flaherty’s Response: 
 
“Each Saturday morning, we collect lineage fees from junior bowlers. Obviously, lineage is for use of our lanes, in this case, it is for 3 
games (2 for bumper bowlers). The rest of the money goes to the secretary of the league. The secretary is not employed by Flaherty’s; 
instead, he/she volunteers for the position and has to abide by the rules set forth by the USBC. Flaherty’s has no involvement in the 
interaction between secretaries and the USBC or other local associations.” 
 

Scholarships 4 Us® Response: 

Flaherty’s or the volunteer must be assigned a SMART Account in order to manage a sanctioned youth bowling league or 
tournament. After completion of SAFESPORT you will be recognized as a ‘Scholarship Provider.’ Does Flaherty’s or the volunteer 
have a SMART Account to deposit funds? So long as Flaherty’s does not have a SMART Account then this is one of the wisest business 
decisions you never knew you have made. However, it is essential that if you ever consider using a third-party business system to recruit 
new youth bowlers to your business in which you make a profit from them- then you should understand how the third-party business 
systems function. In Flaherty’s case, the volunteer has been and is a middleman collecting Prize Funds funded with Prize Money from 
junior bowlers and submitting the Prize Money on a ‘Scholarship List.’ This is the greatest fraud in after school youth sports and 
activities history known as A ‘SMART’ Scheme. What is of interest to understand is when checks are made payable to Flaherty’s how 
are the financial records maintained when the Prize Money must then be disbursed or transferred from your business account to the 
third-party’s SMART Account? This means Prize Money is somehow going from a Flaherty’s business account to a third-party’s 
SMART Account to the USBC’s SMART Fund. A youth bowler in this case should walk-up to the front counter and pay their Lineage 
directly to Flaherty’s and pay The Cost of Entry which includes the Expense and Prize Fund directly to the third-party.   

I want to make it clear that this is not personal- it is a business to protect children and families, and other victims from the USBC’s 
fraudulent scheme including the bowling centers that have a SMART Account and have been operated by good people and families- like 
The Flaherty's Family. I have every one of your back's as being victims except for those that have ignored the case presented and turn 
this matter against me. This example should be used to understand that St. Michael will not stop and putting your head in the sand about 
this case may permanently impact how your community trusts in your business and brand.  

When eligible students across America outside The Sport of Bowling begin enrolling in The Scholarships 4 Us® Program, 
participating in a Scholarships 4 Us® Accredited Event, and then receiving their entitled Prize Funds as either Prize Money or a 
Scholarship Award, the question will spread like wildfire into the bowling community as what is the reason The Scholarships 4 Us® 
Program does not forfeit their Prize Money, but the SMART 'Program' does? America and the world will finally succumb to understand 
and say that the reason is because the USBC does not provide a program- they operate A 'SMART' Scheme. 

 
Michael Duncombe 
Founder & President 
TheProgram@Scholarships4Us.com 
772-812-8555 

 

 

 


